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Abstract  

This research paper delves into the intricate tapestry of mythology and 

history in Ashwin Sanghi’s novel, ’The Rozabal Line’. The novel, set against 

the backdrop of contemporary events and ancient legends, navigates a 

complex narrative terrain where the boundaries between myth and reality 

blur. Through a multidisciplinary approach, this study examines how Sanghi 

skillfully intertwines elements of mythology and history to create a 

compelling narrative that challenges conventional notions of truth and belief. 

Drawing upon theories from literary studies, mythology, and historical 

analysis, this paper explores the ways in which Sanghi manipulates 

mythological motifs and historical events to construct a narrative that 

oscillates between the tangible and the mythical. By analyzing key themes, 

characters, and narrative techniques, this study aims to unravel the layers of 

meaning embedded within the text, shedding light on the intricate interplay 

between myth and history. Furthermore, this research investigates the socio-

cultural implications of Sanghi’s narrative choices, examining how the fusion 

of mythology and history reflects and refracts contemporary anxieties and 

beliefs. Through close textual analysis and contextual exploration, this paper 

offers insights into the ways in which ’The Rozabal Line’ interrogates the 

construction of identity, the nature of belief, and the power dynamics 

inherent in the interplay between myth and history. Ultimately, this research 

contributes to a deeper understanding of the complexities inherent in the 

intersection of mythology and history in contemporary literature, shedding 

light on the enduring relevance of ancient legends in shaping our 

understanding of the past and present  
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Introduction 

In the realm of contemporary literature, 

the fusion of mythological elements with 

historical narratives has emerged as a 

compelling narrative strategy, offering authors 

a rich tapestry upon which to weave intricate 

tales that resonate with readers across cultures 

and generations. One such exemplar of this 

genre is Ashwin Sanghi’s ’The Rozabal Line’, a 

novel that deftly navigates the interstices of 

mythology and history to craft a narrative that 

is as intellectually stimulating as it is 

emotionally resonant. In this paper, we embark 

on a scholarly exploration of Sanghi’s magnum 

opus, seeking to unravel the complexities of its 

narrative terrain and shed light on the profound 

insights it offers into the intersection of myth 

and history. 

Background 

Published in 2007, ’The Rozabal Line’ 

catapulted Ashwin Sanghi into the limelight of 

Indian English literature, establishing him as a 

master storyteller adept at blending 

mythological lore with historical events. Set 

against the backdrop of contemporary India, the 

novel follows a labyrinthine plot that 

intertwines the enigmatic figure of Jesus Christ, 

the ancient legend of Rozabal in Kashmir, and a 

modern-day conspiracy involving religious 

fanaticism and geopolitical intrigue. Through a 

gripping narrative that spans centuries and 

continents, Sanghi invites readers on a journey 

that challenges their perceptions of reality and 

belief, blurring the boundaries between fact and 

fiction, myth and history. 

Significance 

The significance of studying ’The 

Rozabal Line’ lies not only in its literary merit 

but also in its exploration of profound 

philosophical and existential themes. By 

interrogating the intersection of mythology and 

history, Sanghi raises timeless questions about 

the nature of truth, the power of belief, and the 

construction of identity. Moreover, the novel’s 

engagement with contemporary socio-political 

issues adds another layer of complexity to its 

narrative, inviting readers to reflect on the 

enduring relevance of ancient legends in 

shaping our understanding of the present. 

While the fusion of mythology and history is not 

a novel concept in literature, ’The Rozabal Line’ 

stands out for its innovative approach to this 

narrative trope. Drawing upon a diverse range 

of sources, including ancient scriptures, 

historical accounts, and conspiracy theories, 

Sanghi creates a narrative mosaic that is as 

intellectually stimulating as it is emotionally 

resonant. Previous scholarship on the novel has 

predominantly focused on its thematic 

concerns, with critics praising Sanghi’s skillful 

blending of fact and fiction to create a narrative 

that transcends genre boundaries. 

Research Question: 

In light of the aforementioned 

background and literature review, this paper 

seeks to address the following research 

question: How does Ashwin Sanghi navigate 

the intersection of mythology and history in 

’The Rozabal Line’, and what insights does this 

exploration offer into the nature of truth, belief, 

and identity? 

To answer this research question, this 

paper will be structured as follows. The 

introduction will provide an overview of the 

research topic, background, significance, 

literature review, and the research question. The 

theoretical framework will establish the 

foundations for analyzing the intersection of 

mythology and history in literature. Next, we 

will explore the mythological motifs in ’The 

Rozabal Line,’ focusing on their significance in 

the narrative. This will be followed by an 
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examination of the historical context and its 

implications for the novel. The analysis will then 

move to narrative techniques and themes, 

examining Sanghi’s strategies and thematic 

concerns. We will also investigate the socio-

cultural implications of ’The Rozabal Line,’ 

particularly its engagement with contemporary 

issues. Finally, the conclusion will summarize 

key findings, reflect on broader implications. 

This structured analysis aims to offer a 

comprehensive understanding of how ’The 

Rozabal Line’ navigates the intersection of 

mythology and history, enriching our 

appreciation of Sanghi’s narrative craft and the 

relevance of ancient legends in contemporary 

literature. 

Literature Review: 

“The Da Vinci Code” by Dan Brown 

Brown’s novel [2] is a prominent 

example of blending mythology and history, 

focusing on the mysteries surrounding the Holy 

Grail and the alleged descendants of Jesus 

Christ. Critics praise Brown’s ability to 

intertwine historical facts with fictional 

elements, creating a gripping narrative that 

challenges conventional interpretations of 

religious history. 

“American Gods” by Neil Gaiman 

Gaiman’s novel [4] explores the clash 

between ancient mythological gods and 

modernday America, highlighting how belief 

systems evolve over time and shape cultural 

identities. Critics note Gaiman’s skillful 

incorporation of various mythological traditions 

into a contemporary setting, offering readers a 

thought-provoking reflection on the enduring 

power of myth. 

“The Secret History” by Donna Tartt 

Tartt’s novel [15] delves into the 

intersection of classical mythology and 

contemporary academia, following a group of 

students at an elite college who become 

entangled in a web of secrets and tragedy. 

Critics admire Tartt’s rich character 

development and her exploration of the ways in 

which ancient myths inform modern 

sensibilities and behaviors. 

”The Firekeeper Saga” by Jane Lindskold 

Lindskold’s series blends Native 

American mythology with elements of fantasy 

and adventure, following a young woman who 

discovers her connection to a powerful ancient 

prophecy. Critics appreciate Lindskold’s 

respectful treatment of indigenous cultures and 

her ability to seamlessly integrate mythological 

themes into a contemporary fantasy narrative. 

”The Iron Druid Chronicles” by Kevin Hearne 

Hearne’s urban fantasy series 

incorporates a wide range of mythological 

traditions, including Celtic, Norse, and Slavic 

mythology, into a modern-day setting. Critics 

commend Hearne’s witty writing style and his 

adept handling of complex mythological 

concepts, creating a vibrant and engaging 

narrative world. 

“The Song of Achilles” by Madeline Miller 

Miller’s [9] retelling of the Trojan War 

through the perspective of Achilles and 

Patroclus offers a fresh interpretation of classical 

mythology, focusing on themes of love, honor, 

and destiny. Critics praise Miller’s lyrical prose 

and her ability to breathe new life into ancient 

legends, making them accessible and relevant to 

contemporary readers. ”The Mists of Avalon” 

by Marion Zimmer Bradley 

Bradley’s novel [14] reimagines the 

Arthurian legend from the perspective of its 

female characters, weaving together elements of 

Celtic mythology and medieval history. Critics 

laud Bradley’s feminist reworking of traditional 

myths and her exploration of the intertwining of 

pagan and Christian beliefs in medieval Britain. 

”The Golem and the Jinni” by Helene 

Wecker - Wecker’s novel [13] combines Jewish 

and Arab folklore with historical fiction, 

following a golem and a jinni who find 

themselves navigating the immigrant 
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communities of early 20th-century New York 

City. Critics admire Wecker’s meticulous 

research and her ability to blend fantastical 

elements with a richly detailed historical 

backdrop. 

”The Penelopiad” by Margaret Atwood 

Atwood’s novella offers a feminist 

retelling of Homer’s” The Odyssey” from the 

perspective of Penelope, Odysseus’s wife, 

exploring themes of female agency and 

storytelling. Critics applaud Atwood’s 

subversive reinterpretation of a classical myth 

and her exploration of the silencing of women’s 

voices in ancient narratives. 

“The Buried Giant” by Kazuo Ishiguro 

Ishiguro’s novel [6] blends elements of 

myth and history in a tale set in post-Roman 

Britain, where a couple embarks on a journey to 

find their lost memories in a land shrouded in 

mist and forgetfulness. Critics praise Ishiguro’s 

exploration of collective memory and the 

blurred boundaries between personal and 

historical truths. These works collectively 

demonstrate the diverse ways in which authors 

incorporate mythology and history into their 

narratives, offering readers richly textured 

stories that illuminate the complexities of 

human experience across time and culture. 

Theoretical Framework 

For a study on the intersection of 

mythology and history in Ashwin Sanghi’s ’The 

Rozabal Line’, a multidisciplinary theoretical 

framework is essential to comprehensively 

analyze the complex narrative terrain of the 

novel. Drawing upon literary theories from 

various disciplines, such as postcolonial studies, 

cultural studies, and narratology, offers a 

holistic approach to understanding how Sanghi 

navigates the interplay between mythological 

motifs and historical events. 

Postcolonial Theory 

Postcolonial theory provides a crucial 

lens through which to examine ’The Rozabal 

Line’, considering its engagement with colonial 

legacies and the construction of cultural 

identities. By interrogating the ways in which 

Sanghi addresses colonial histories and their 

impact on contemporary Indian society, this 

theoretical perspective illuminates the novel’s 

nuanced portrayal of power dynamics and 

cultural hybridity. 

Cultural Studies 

Cultural studies offer insights into how 

’The Rozabal Line’ reflects and refracts socio-

cultural realities, including the negotiation of 

myths and histories within specific cultural 

contexts. By analyzing the novel’s 

representation of cultural symbols, rituals, and 

belief systems, this theoretical approach helps 

uncover the underlying meanings embedded 

within Sanghi’s narrative and its significance for 

readers. 

Narratology 

Narratological theories provide tools 

for examining the structure, point of view, and 

narrative techniques employed in ’The Rozabal 

Line’. By analyzing the novel’s narrative 

strategies, such as focalization, analepsis, and 

prolepsis, this theoretical framework elucidates 

how Sanghi constructs the intertwining 

narratives of mythology and history, shaping 

readers’ interpretations and engagement with 

the text. 

Myth and Symbolism 

A focus on mythological studies and 

symbolism is essential for understanding how 

Sanghi incorporates mythic motifs into his 

narrative, exploring their archetypal 

significance and cultural resonances. By tracing 

the origins and evolution of mythological 

themes in the novel, this theoretical perspective 

elucidates the ways in which Sanghi reinterprets 

ancient legends to reflect contemporary 

concerns and anxieties. 
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Historical Criticism 

Historical criticism offers a lens through 

which to evaluate ’The Rozabal Line’ as a 

historical novel, examining its portrayal of real-

world events and figures alongside mythical 

elements. By contextualizing Sanghi’s narrative 

within historical frameworks and evaluating its 

historical accuracy and authenticity, this 

theoretical approach enriches our 

understanding of the novel’s engagement with 

the past and its implications for the present. 

Justification 

This multidisciplinary theoretical 

framework is justified by the complexity of ’The 

Rozabal Line’ as a narrative that traverses 

multiple genres, themes, and cultural contexts. 

By drawing upon diverse theoretical 

perspectives, this approach allows for a nuanced 

analysis of the novel’s rich tapestry of 

mythology and history, uncovering layers of 

meaning that may otherwise remain obscured. 

Moreover, by synthesizing insights from 

various disciplines, this theoretical framework 

offers a comprehensive understanding of 

Sanghi’s narrative craft and its broader 

implications for literature, culture, and society. 

Methodology 

The methodology for studying the 

intersection of mythology and history in 

Ashwin Sanghi’s ’The Rozabal Line’ combines 

close textual analysis with comparative and 

contextual exploration. Through close reading 

of selected passages, characters, and themes, the 

study seeks to identify recurring motifs, 

symbols, and narrative techniques related to 

mythology and history. This analytical 

approach allows for a nuanced understanding 

of Sanghi’s narrative craft and thematic 

concerns. Additionally, comparative analysis 

involves juxtaposing elements of mythology 

and history depicted in the novel with their real-

world counterparts, as well as with other 

literary works in the genre of mythohistorical 

fiction. By situating ’The Rozabal Line’ within its 

broader socio-cultural and historical contexts, 

the study aims to illuminate the novel’s 

engagement with contemporary issues and its 

reimagining of ancient legends. Furthermore, 

the application of a theoretical framework 

drawn from postcolonial theory, cultural 

studies, narratology, myth and symbolism 

studies, and historical criticism provides a 

conceptual lens through which to interpret 

Sanghi’s narrative strategies and thematic 

explorations. Overall, this methodology offers a 

systematic approach to unraveling the 

complexities of ’The Rozabal Line’ and its 

significance for literature, culture, and society. 

Close Reading and Literary Devices 

In ’The Rozabal Line,’ Ashwin Sanghi’s 

prologue sets a tone of mystery and intrigue 

with a cryptic conversation between two 

unnamed characters, immediately drawing 

readers into a world where the lines between 

myth and reality blur. Sanghi uses 

foreshadowing to hint at central themes and 

upcoming plot twists, creating anticipation and 

suspense. Dynamic characterization is a key 

feature of Sanghi’s writing, with characters like 

Vijay, Shyam, and Jennifer revealed through 

their inner monologues and interactions. This 

technique allows readers to empathize with 

their struggles and motivations, making them 

compelling and relatable. Symbolism is also 

prevalent, with the Rozabal shrine serving as a 

central motif that represents religious 

syncretism and spiritual quests. The shrine’s 

mystical significance suggests it holds the key to 

unlocking ancient legends and historical 

mysteries. Additionally, Sanghi employs a non-

linear narrative structure, alternating between 

multiple timelines and perspectives. This 

fragmented narrative style mirrors the nature of 

memory and perception, inviting readers to 

piece together the plot’s puzzle. 

Themes 

’The Rozabal Line’ delves into the 

theme of myth and reality, challenging readers 

to question conventional notions of truth and 

belief. Sanghi juxtaposes ancient legends with 
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modern-day events, prompting a 

reconsideration of historical narratives and the 

power of collective myth-making. The novel 

also explores religious pluralism, celebrating 

India’s diverse religious beliefs and practices. 

Through characters like Father Vincent Sinclair 

and Imam Mehdi, Sanghi advocates for 

religious tolerance and dialogue as paths to 

spiritual enlightenment. Conspiracy and 

intrigue are central to the plot, reflecting 

contemporary paranoia and uncertainty. Sanghi 

crafts a web of secrets and lies, maintaining 

suspense as characters uncover hidden agendas 

and sinister machinations. 

Contextual Factors 

Historically, ’The Rozabal Line’ is set 

against real-world events such as the Kashmir 

conflict and the rise of religious fundamentalism 

in India. Sanghi incorporates historical facts and 

figures into the narrative, grounding the novel 

in a recognizable socio-political context. This 

backdrop enhances the story’s realism and 

relevance. Culturally, Sanghi captures the 

vibrancy and diversity of Indian society, from its 

rich tapestry of myths and legends to its bustling 

urban landscapes. Vivid descriptions and 

sensory imagery evoke the sights, sounds, and 

smells of contemporary India, immersing 

readers in its sensory richness and enhancing 

the narrative’s authenticity. 

The ’The Rozabal Line’ is a multi-

layered narrative that intertwines mythology 

and history to create a compelling tapestry of 

mystery, intrigue, and spiritual quest. Through 

close reading of key passages and discussion of 

literary devices, themes, and contextual factors, 

we gain a deeper appreciation for Sanghi’s 

narrative craft and his exploration of timeless 

questions about the nature of truth, belief, and 

identity. Sanghi’s skillful blending of 

mythological and historical elements invites 

readers to reflect on the enduring power of 

myths in shaping our understanding of the past 

and present. 

 

Discussion 

The findings from the analysis of 

Ashwin Sanghi’s ’The Rozabal Line’ underscore 

the novel’s sophisticated intertwining of 

mythology and history, affirming the thesis that 

Sanghi skillfully navigates the intersection of 

these domains to create a narrative that 

challenges conventional notions of truth, belief, 

and identity. This discussion interprets these 

findings in relation to existing literature, 

highlighting Sanghi’s unique contributions to 

the genre of mytho-historical fiction. 

Interplay of Myth and History 

The detailed analysis reveals that 

Sanghi’s novel meticulously blends 

mythological motifs with historical events, 

creating a narrative that both respects and 

reinterprets ancient legends. Similar to Dan 

Brown’s ’The Da Vinci Code,’ which explores 

religious myths within a historical framework, 

’The Rozabal Line’ utilizes historical events and 

figures, such as the legend of Jesus Christ’s 

journey to India, to ground its fantastical 

elements in a semblance of reality. This method 

not only lends credibility to the mythological 

aspects but also invites readers to re-evaluate 

historical narratives through a mythological 

lens. 

Religious Pluralism and Cultural Synthesis 

Sanghi’s portrayal of religious 

pluralism resonates with the themes explored in 

Neil Gaiman’s ’American Gods,’ where ancient 

deities navigate a modern world. In ’The 

Rozabal Line,’ Sanghi highlights India’s rich 

tapestry of religious beliefs and practices, 

advocating for a syncretic approach to 

spirituality. Characters like Father Vincent 

Sinclair and Imam Mehdi embody this 

synthesis, reflecting India’s historical and 

cultural propensity for integrating diverse 

religious traditions. This aspect of the novel 

aligns with the existing literature on religious 

syncretism in Indian culture and contributes to 

contemporary discussions on religious tolerance 

and intercultural dialogue. 
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Narrative Structure and Thematic Depth 

The novel’s non-linear narrative 

structure and fragmented storytelling are 

reminiscent of the techniques used in ’The Secret 

History’ by Donna Tartt, where the narrative’s 

complexity mirrors the characters’ 

psychological and moral ambiguities. In ’The 

Rozabal Line,’ this approach effectively conveys 

the fragmented nature of historical and 

mythological knowledge, inviting readers to 

actively engage in piecing together the narrative 

puzzle. Sanghi’s use of symbolism, particularly 

the Rozabal shrine, serves as a focal point for the 

convergence of myth and history, much like the 

symbols used in ’The Mists of Avalon’ by 

Marion Zimmer Bradley, which reinterprets the 

Arthurian legend from a feminist perspective. 

Conspiracy and Intrigue: 

The theme of conspiracy and intrigue in 

’The Rozabal Line’ mirrors the narrative 

strategies seen in contemporary thrillers, where 

complex plots and hidden agendas drive the 

storyline. This aspect of the novel reflects the 

influence of modern socio-political anxieties 

and the pervasive distrust in institutional 

narratives. Sanghi’s intricate plotting and the 

revelation of hidden truths resonate with the 

narrative techniques employed in ’The Iron 

Druid Chronicles’ by Kevin Hearne, where 

ancient mythologies are interwoven with 

contemporary issues [18]. Cultural and 

Historical Context: 

The novel’s rich depiction of Indian 

culture and historical context enhances its 

authenticity and relevance, aligning with 

Helene Wecker’s ’The Golem and the Jinni,’ 

which combines Jewish and Arab folklore with 

historical fiction [13]. Sanghi’s detailed 

portrayal of India’s socio-political landscape 

and historical events provides a backdrop that 

grounds the novel’s mythological elements in 

reality, facilitating a deeper engagement with 

the narrative. 

’The Rozabal Line’ exemplifies Ashwin 

Sanghi’s mastery in blending mythology 

and history to craft a narrative that is 

both intellectually stimulating and culturally 

resonant. By situating mythological elements 

within a historical framework, Sanghi invites 

readers to question the nature of truth and 

belief, much like the literary works explored in 

this discussion. The novel’s exploration of 

religious pluralism, narrative complexity, and 

socio-political themes positions it within the 

broader context of contemporary mytho-

historical fiction, offering valuable insights into 

the enduring interplay between myth and 

history. These findings contribute to the existing 

literature by highlighting the innovative ways in 

which Sanghi reimagines ancient legends to 

reflect and critique modern realities, reinforcing 

the relevance of mythology in contemporary 

storytelling. 

Conclusion 

The analysis of Ashwin Sanghi’s ’The 

Rozabal Line’ reveals the novel’s intricate 

blending of mythology and history, showcasing 

Sanghi’s ability to challenge and expand 

traditional narratives of truth, belief, and 

identity. Through a detailed examination of the 

novel’s key passages, literary devices, themes, 

and contextual factors, this study has 

demonstrated how Sanghi employs a non-linear 

narrative structure, dynamic characterization, 

and rich symbolism to create a compelling 

mytho-historical narrative. 

The findings indicate that Sanghi’s 

work aligns with and contributes to the broader 

genre of mytho-historical fiction, as seen in 

comparative works such as Dan Brown’s ’The 

Da Vinci Code’ and Neil Gaiman’s ’American 

Gods.’ By situating mythological elements 

within a historical context, Sanghi invites 

readers to reconsider historical events through a 

mythological lens, emphasizing the fluidity and 

subjectivity of historical and mythological 

narratives. 

Sanghi’s portrayal of religious 

pluralism and cultural synthesis reflects the 

inherent diversity and tolerance in Indian 
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culture, advocating for a syncretic approach to 

spirituality. The novel’s exploration of 

conspiracy and intrigue underscores 

contemporary socio-political anxieties, adding a 

layer of modern relevance to the ancient myths 

and historical events depicted. 
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